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PHOENIX CONVENTION CENTER WELCOMES NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF   

 

PHOENIX (March 29, 2016) – The Phoenix Convention Center welcomes nationally-

renowned Chef Masood Shirmohammadi as the new Executive Chef for Aventura 

Catering, Inc.  The Chef brings a diverse culinary background from Chicago where he 

worked at the Drake Hotel and Fine Dining Restaurant Chef at Entre Nous Restaurant at 

the Fairmont Hotel. He also spent a decade in the casino hospitality industry.  Most 

recently, he served as the Executive Chef at the Art Institute Museum of Chicago where 

Money magazine recognized him as one of the nation’s best chefs.  

 

Affectionately known as Chef Masood by his team, he directs the staff responsible for 

dishing up culinary delights for Phoenix Convention Center guests.  Chef and his team 

work closely with clients to develop menus that consistently exceeds their expectations.  

Chef Masood incorporates bold flavors into healthy fare, with a passion for classical 

French cuisine.  Masood’s French culinary skills enhance the essence of his recent southwestern inspired dishes -- 

Sonoran spiced rubbed wild salmon and Smoked cheese ravioli with charred tomatillo and achiote oil to tantalize 

the most discerning palettes.   

 

Chef Masood says that working on his Aunt’s farm as a youth inspired his culinary career. That experience gave 

him the desire to prepare dishes using farm fresh ingredients and led to his decision to enroll as a culinary student at 

the Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago.  Masood has held true to his roots and continues to seek out the 

freshest ingredients to prepare dishes in perfect harmony with a presentation that weaves a beautiful tapestry.  Over 

the years, he has collaborated with local farmers to obtain the finest local produce to reveal the natural regional 

flavors of food.  Chef Masood is committed to helping young chefs discover their own talents and actively provides 

job shadowing opportunities and hands-on cooking classes for local culinary students. 

 

Aventura Catering is a premier catering division of Aramark. For information about Aventura catering services, 

visit aventuracatering.com. 

 

### 

 

About the Phoenix Convention Center & Venues: 

The Phoenix Convention offers nearly 900,000 square feet of rentable meeting and exhibition space and is one of 

the 25 largest convention venues in the United States. A critical economic enterprise for the city of Phoenix and 

the state of Arizona, the Phoenix Convention Center can accommodate 80 percent of the convention market.  

Established in 1969, the Phoenix Convention Center & Venues owns and manages the Phoenix Convention 

Center, Symphony Hall, the Orpheum Theatre, Executive Conference Center Downtown Phoenix, Herberger 

Theater and five public parking facilities. For more information, visit phoenixconventioncenter.com. 


